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Look  at th e  snow  th at h as falle n!
Th e  city of Le yde n is dre sse d in w h ite .



2

Th e  snow m an did not sk ip W ilh e lm stre e t.
It is snow ing still!
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On th is be autiful w inte rday Boe m ba is distre sse d.
H e  ne e ds to cle an up h is h ouse  at once , be cause :

Boe m ba e xpe cts visitors!
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Once  a ye ar Boe m ba’s fam ily gath e rs.
“Today is an im portant day!”  Boe m ba re alize s.
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Th e  first visitors arrive !
Th e y are …
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“W e  saw  you on te le vision,
and w e ’re  ve ry proud of you, m y little  boy,”  m om  says.

“Estam os m uy conte ntos,”  dad re pe ats in Spanish .

… Boe m ba’s dad and m om !
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“W h o’d th at be ?”  Boe m ba w onde rs.

Boe m ba’s conve rsation w ith  h is pare nts is rude ly disturbe d
by a de afe ning m e ow !



8

It is cousin Boe nk ie .

H e  w ants to be  le t in!

“W e ll w e ll, so h e  still 
doe sn’t k now  w h e re  to find 
th e  doorbe ll?”  m om  says 

m ock ingly.



9

Boe m ba’s m ongre l siste r Jutty also atte nds th e  gath e ring.
Sh e  suffe rs from  inexhaustible appetite and is alw ays h ungry!

“Jutty is coloure d lik e  de m e rara sugar,”  Boe m ba te lls to 
anyone  pre te nding to be  inte re ste d in th is fact.
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Boe m ba’s nie ce  Bloe m by is a profe ssional m anne q uin.
Last ye ar sh e  w on th e  M iss Pussycat conte st!
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Be h old: Boe m ba’s granddad and grandm a!
“Boe m ba’s re se m blance  w ith  h is granddad is stunning,”

m om  crie s out.

Traditionally, th e  fam ily’s picture s are  
tak e n out of a w e ll-h idde n box, and are  

passe d on to e ve ry m e m be r of th e  fam ily.
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“Albe it just as curious as you’ve  e ve r be e n!”

“In your e arly days you w e re  now h e re  as sh arp as you are  now ,
Boe m ba,”  m om  says.



13

Ye s-ye s, th at’s an all too fam iliar sounding story to Boe m ba.
It is re cite d e ve rytim e  th e  fam ily gath e rs: ye ar in —  ye ar out!

Boe m ba puts th e  ph otograph s back  in th e  box.

“During pube rty you w e re  lazy and re be lling!”  m om  continue s.
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“Back  in th e  days of granddad 
and grandm a th e  w inte rs 

w e re  re ally cold,”
Boe nk ie  says.

“Earth ’s te m pe rature
h as rise n q uite  a lot,

re ce ntly.”

“Th e  polar be ars
on th e  North  Pole
do not conside r
th is te m pe rature

com fortable  at all!”
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“Oh  Boe nk ie ,
you’re  such  a ch aracte r!”
auntie  Bom ba giggle s.

“You just k e e p on talk ing 
about th e m  fat and cuddly 

polar be ars!”
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Une xpe cte dly,
uncle  Loe k ie  drops by!

Loe k ie  is a re tire d cat,
h e  re turne d from
a w ild safari w ith

Roge r th e  Adve nture r
not long ago.
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“All of you are  h e re , alre ady?”  sh e  sh outs,
w ith  a fak e  h int of am aze m e nt in h e r voice .

Boe m ba th ink s Spoe k y is a pre tty w e ird nam e .

Boe m ba’s nie ce  Spoe k y is th e  last one  to arrive .
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Pyb!

Spoe k y took  h e r son Poe m ba w ith  h e r.
Poe m ba is ve ry young and h as not ye t m aste re d th e  ability to 

spe ak . Inste ad, h e  lik e s to play w ith  h is m ouse .
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“I’m  so glad you’re  h e re , all of you!”  Boe m ba sh outs.
“Are  w e  re ady?”

“Ye s, w e  are !”  th e  fam ily crie s out.
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